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BOOK KEVIEWS AND NOTICES. 

The leading article of the January number (Vol. VI, No. 1) of 
Publications of the Southern History Association is a review of 
The Virginia Literary Museum, a magazine published from June, 
1829, to June, 1830, by the faculty of the University of Virginia. 
The rest of the number is devoted to documentary material and to 
book reviews. The first document describes, the discovery of Lake 
Scuppernong (Phelps), in North Carolina. The next set consists 
of three letters from General Joseph Martin to Patrick Henry. And 
students of Texas history will be interested in the publication of a 
considerable mass of documents, begun in this number, on the early 
stages of the Texas Eevolution. 



The main articles in the January number (Vol. VII, No. 2) of 
The American Historical Review are: An Undeveloped Function, 
by Chas. Francis Adams, this being the presidential address deliv- 
ered before the last meeting of the American Historical Associa- 
tion ; The Credibility of Early Roman History, by Samuel B. Plant - 
ner; Studies in the Sources of the Social Revolt in 1881, I-IV, by 
George Kriehn; and A British Privateer in the American Revolu- 
tion, by Henry H. Howland. The documents printed are Papers 
of Sir Charles Vaughan. The department of the Review devoted to 
book reviews increases in value with successive issues. In this num- 
ber sixty pages are occupied by the leading reviews, fifteen by minor 
notices and fifteen more by the department of Notes and News, 
which is also largely made up of book notices. The high character 
and value of these reviews are assured by the well-known names 
subscribed to the leading ones. 



By its frequent publication of careful translations of original 
documents, Out West (formerly known as The Land of Sunshine) 
is making its files a valuable source book of Southwestern history. 
The January number contains an important source hitherto unpub- 
lished in English. It is a critical translation of a letter from Don 
Miguel Costanso, dated at Mexico, October 9th, 1772, transmitting 
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to Don Melchor de Peramas two other letters, one from Fray Juan 
Crespi, at Monterey; the other from Fray Francisco Palou, biog- 
rapher of the great missionary, Fray Junipero Serra. The March 
number prints a part of Serra's diary of his journey made in 1769 
from the Mission of Loreto, Lower California, to San Diego. On 
page 280 is a clear fac simile of a page from the diary. Both of 
these documents are from the Eamirez collection in the library of 
Mr. Edward E. Ayer, of Chicago. 



Gardcter de la Gonquista Espanola en America y in Mexico segun 
los textos de los Historiadores Primitives. Por Genaro Garcia. 
(Mexico: Oficina Tipograflca de la Secretaria de Fomento. 1901. 
Pp. 456.) 

It would scarcely be extravagant to say that the industry, the 
conscientious and critical use of documents, and the boldness of 
thought apparent in this work make it highly creditable to the his- 
torical scholarship of Mexico. 

The aim of the author is to give a true conception of the nature 
of the conquest, first by correcting the point of view, and second by 
carefully examining the sources. As to the point of view, he begins 
his introduction with the statement that 'from far back it was be- 
lieved in Spain that there was nothing more meritorious before the 
people and before God than the slaughter of infidels/ and asserts 
that 'these ideas could not be extirpated by the scythe of civilization.' 
Then, touching briefly on the way in which they worked themselves 
out in the persecution of heretics, and especially of Jews and Moors, 
he concludes that 'given such antecedents, without entering into 
other considerations, it was to be predicted at the time of the dis- 
covery of America that the conduct of the Spanish conquerors, 
whenever they encountered face to face an idolatrous population, 
would be inhuman.' While it cannot be said that this is by any 
means a new suggestion, Senor Garcia's use of it is distinguished by 
a peculiarly high degree of logical consistency. 

As to the documents, Senor Garcia claims that most of those sent 
to Spain by the conquistador -es themselves were falsified by the 
senders in their own interest; and that, while some truthful repre- 
sentations of the facts did reach the Peninsula, they were rigor- 
ously kept secret for fear of decreasing the Spanish prestige, of 
rousing passion, and of sowing discord between the Spaniards in 
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the two worlds. The Spanish chroniclers, he avers, generally wrote 
in the same spirit and with the same suppression of the truth, the 
one prominent reliable witness being Las Casas. So 'the history 
of the conquest, grossly falsified, remained a series of laudatory 
panegyrics for the conquerors and severe diatribes against the 
natives.' Since, however, the principal Spanish-American colonies 
have become independent, the publication of the documents in their 
possession has been going on, though slowly; but in spite of this, 
modern historians, under the influence of the past, 'have continued 
making, perhaps unconsciously, of the conquest a deceptive picture 
in which the figures of the Spanish adventurers, although in some 
degree lessened, appear colossal still;' while the natives 'are seen 
so little and insignificant that they almost pass unnoticed.' 'It is 
necessary, then, that some voice, even if it be at the end of the Nine- 
teenth Century, render due tribute to truth and justice, and at the 
same time to the outraged memory of the unfortunate natives of 
America.' 

This will suffice to show Sehor Garcia' s conception of the task he 
has set himself. How faithfully he addresses himself to it, the pit- 
iful story that he has put together from the sources — in large 
measure quoted literally — will testify abundantly. On this it is not 
worth while to dwell, but the reader will find in the footnotes 
abundant references by which the accuracy of the author can be 
tested. 

One of the most valuable features of the work is an intelligently 
annotated bibliography, which students of Southwestern history will 
find very useful. 

It is only natural that such a work, written in the spirit of ad- 
vanced Liberalism, should incur sharp criticism in a country where 
there is still so much influence wielded by the Clericals. This crit- 
icism has found a voice especially in Seiior Francisco Sosa, who 
accuses Seiior Garcia of defaming the Spanish race and of abasing 
the Spanish conquistador es in order to exalt the North Americans. 
The result has been a considerable output of controversial literature. 
With all this, however, the reviewer has nothing to do at present. 
He has only to say that those who do not wish to ignore any stand- 
point in seeking for the true significance of Spanish-American his- 
tory cannot afford to neglect this book. 



